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Approval of the Minutes of the August 21, 2000, Meeting







MINUTES

Governmental Ral ationsCommittee
Meeting of August 21, 2000

Committee MdindaG. Wilson, Chair Other Commissioner spresent
memberspresent  Carol Chandler PhillipJ. Forhan
Monical ozano Robert A. Hanff
EvonneSeron Schulze Kyo*“Paul” Jhin
Kyhl Smeby VelmaMontoya
HowardWeinsky RaphPesqueira
GuillermoRodriguez, Jr., exofficio
Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio
Committee
member absent  Lancelzumi, ViceChair
Calltoorder Committee Chair Wilson called the August 21, 2000 meeting of the Governmental
Relations Committeeto order at 1:42 p.m. in Room 202 of the Sacramento Convention
Center, 1400 J Street, Sacramento, Cdifornia
Approval  Chair Wilson asked for amotion to gpprove the minutesfor the committee meeting on

of theminutes

June 12, 2000. A motion was so made, seconded, and the committee voted without
dissent to approve the minutes as submitted.

L egislativeupdate,
August 2000

Commissioner Wilson called upon staff member Marge Chisholmto present thelegida
tive and budget update for August 2000. Other members of the staff of the Govern-
mental Relationsunit accompanied her tothetable.

Ms. Chisholm said shehad just return from anational convention where there had been
favorable comment about the Commission’sWebsite. She noted that therewerea
limited number of daysleftinthecurrent legidative sesson. Shesaid saff would report
inmoredetall at the next meeting on billsthat were passed and those that were signed or
vetoed by the Governor.

Ms. Chisholm reported on thelegidlation to expand the State’ s Cal Grant program,
noting that the L egidature and Governor’ s Office had been in discussions about this
measurefor sometimeand it wasexpected to moveforward. She said themeasurewill
guarantee Ca Grantsfor needy studentswho meet certain GPA requirements.
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Director Fox commented that thisisrevolutionary legidation that may set anationd
example and that the Commission may want to have amore detailed discussion about
the changesahead for Californiastudent aid programs. Thiscouldincludeapresenta-
tion by the CaliforniaStudent Aid Commission and others.

Ms. Chisholm said staff would know moreabout thefisca impact of thelegidation at the
next Commission meeting and could a so discussthe Governor’ smerit scholarship pro-
posal that islinked to the Cal Grant legidation.

Therewasagenerd discusson about |egidative positionstaken by the Commissionand
thefact that staff can provide copies of position lettersto interested commissioners.
Therewas a so discussion about the current assessment underway at the Student Aid
Commission aout implementing thenew Ca Grant program including working out many
of thetechnical issuessuch asincome-ceilinglevels.

2000-01Budget  KevinWoolfork briefed the commissioners on the 2000-01 State Budget, noting that
reviaw thenew fundinglevelsrepresent record increasesisspending for Caifornia. Hehigh-
lighted the budget for education, noting that public higher education would receive some
$9 billion, or about 12 percent of the overall budget. He also reviewed the budgetsfor
K-12 and highlighted severd higher educationinitiatives. He expressed optimism about
futurerevenue projectionsfor the State aswell.

Commissioner Lozano asked if therewas any way to gauge education-spending levels
with various Commission recommendationsand priorities.

Mr. Woolfork said the Commission adoptsannually alist of legidative and budget pri-
oritiesbut that it does not include specific dollar amounts.

Commissioner Lozano expressed concern that, although abudget figurefor aparticular
program or priority areamay look good on paper, it may, in fact, represent serious
under-funding given the actual resource need.

Following aquestion by Commissioner Jhin about the funding for the University of
Cdiforniato provideon-line Advanced Placement courses, therewasagenera discusson
about thisinitiative. UC representative Judith Ellissaid enrollment and completionrates
intheprogram aredoubling eachyear. A prdiminary eva uationidentified someproblems,
but amore systematic evauationisunderway. She said the UC college preparation staff
would be availableto meet with the Commission. Director Fox said he would make
thosearrangements.

Adjournment  Having no further business, Committee Chair Chandler adjourned the meeting at 2:10
p.m.
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